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1. Why Boycott Cemex?
CEMEX is a leading company in the production of construction materials

and is one of the largest Mexican multinationals. Its presence in more than

100 countries makes it an international ambassador for Mexico around the
world.

Unfortunately, for decades CEMEX has been involved in the maintenance
and construction of the Israeli occupation in Palestinian and Syrian

territories, proﬁting oﬀ of the construction of the Wall and illegal Israeli
settlements.

Today, it is playing a key role in Israel’s de jure and de facto annexation of
the West Bank. All of its production plants are in territory that Israel is

planning to annex. In much of the West Bank, the land set to be annexed
follows in large parts the path of the wall that Cemex has helped build. The
Aida refugee camp, West Bank
Photo: Young Shanahan CC By 2.0
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illegal Israeli settlements that Cemex proﬁts oﬀ of are there to secure
Israel’s annexation.
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Cemex operations in Israeli-occupied Palestinian territory
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CEMEX’s activities in the Palestinian territories are illegal

Since 2005 CEMEX has owned the Israeli Readymix Industries, a producer

and supplier of materials and raw materials for the construction industry.
Through this Israeli subsidiary, Cemex carries out various illegal operations
in the Palestinian territory occupied by Israel.

The settlements, the Wall, and all related infrastructure constitute war
crimes and violations of international law, which Israel is breaching

before the eyes of the global community. Therefore, all States must take
legal action to uphold international law.

In 2004, the International Court of Justice declared the Wall illegal
under international law and demanded that it be demolished. That same
year, the UN General Assembly adopted Resolution ES-10/15, which

conﬁrmed the illegality of the wall and supported the ruling by the
International Court of Justice.
Wall near Belen, West Bank
Photo: Young Shanahan CC By 2.0
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The strategy of the Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions
(BDS) movement against Israel.
BDS is an international movement that answers Palestinian civil society’s

call to practice international solidarity using the tools of boycott,
divestment, and sanctions against Israel. The movement seeks to
dismantle the apartheid system that gives less rights to Palestinians than

Israelis; end the occupation that is illegally annexing Palestinian territories;

and guarantee Palestinian refugees’ right to return to their homes. These
three goals are anchored in international law and human rights law.

As a movement, we campaign against companies like Cemex that are

proﬁting oﬀ of these violations of human rights and international law. Like
the anti-apartheid movement in South Africa, we have been very

successful, and we know that our strategy works. This is why more than 200

social and political organizations around the world called for Cemex to stop
proﬁting from Israel’s regime. With your help, we’ll end Cemex’s complicity
Carlos Latuﬀ - 2013
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and make Israel respect the basic rights that we have established as an
international community.

￭ For more info, visit: www.bdsmovement.net/es
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How Can We Raise Awareness about Cemex’s Complicity?

1.Use social media to call out Cemex’s complicity.

Cemex runs international and local PR campaigns on
social media, seeking to present itself as a company that
values corporate responsibility. That’s why it’s so

important to carry out online campaigns to counteract

this whitewashing, by calling out their participation in
the occupation of Palestine.

We encourage you to use the hashtag #StopCemex to

declare that corporate responsibility means not proﬁting
oﬀ of violations of international law and human rights.
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How Can We Raise Awareness about Cemex’s Complicity?
2. Urge Cemex workers, through their unions, to
reject Cemex’s activities in Palestine.

Some of the best-positioned people to pressure a
company are the company’s workers. Workers and their

unions value working for a company that respects

international law and human rights, even if they may not
know what their company is doing in other countries.

Contact Cemex workers and their unions in your country

to tell them about what Cemex is doing in Palestine. If
they join the campaign, they’ll be able to express their
rejection of these human rights violations, through their
union, to Cemex executives.

In the past, eﬀorts to convince workers to pressure their companies to withdraw from the occupied
Palestinian territories have been very successful,
and this is now one of the most important areas of action for the #StopCemex campaign.
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How Can We Raise Awareness about Cemex’s Complicity?
3. Urge your favorite artists and athletes to reject
Cemex’s activities in Palestine.

Artists and athletes can use their platforms to generate
public opinion on important issues. During his 2019 tour

of Latin America, Roger Waters called for a boycott of
Cemex until the company stops proﬁting oﬀ of the Israeli
Apartheid Wall.

Contact artists and athletes in your country to urge
them to reject Cemex’s complicity in Palestine.
In November 2019 during a concert in Mexico City, Roger Waters
denounced Cemex's complicity with Israeli Apartheid.
Photo: .S CC By 2.0
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How Can We Raise Awareness about Cemex’s Complicity?

4. Build alliances with engineers and architects and with Architecture and Engineering
Departments at nearby Universities

Architects and engineers, whether already practicing or in training, can have a direct impact on major contracts with

Cemex, either individually or through their associations. Build alliances with these professionals to show them the

importance of boycotting Cemex until it withdraws from Palestine in accordance with international law and human rights
law.
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How can we boycott Cemex?
Often, the ﬁrst thing we think about when we hear

“boycott” is the actions we can take as consumers. One of
the easiest ways to boycott Cemex is to not buy its products

for projects and repairs in our homes. But the strength of
BDS lies in our globally organized campaigns and our

collective boycotts. Here is one way to carry out a
collective, organized boycott of Cemex.
Declaration of Cemex-Free Spaces
The most powerful way in which we have boycotted Cemex
has been by declaring Cemex-Free Spaces. Cemex-Free

Spaces are physical spaces (for stores, cultural centers,
companies, and grassroots and community organizations)

that publicly announce that they will not buy Cemex
products until it ends its participation in Israel’s violations
of Palestinian human rights.
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How can we boycott Cemex?

By declaring themselves Cemex-Free Spaces, they are calling on CEMEX to withdraw from its projects in Palestine. Until it
does so, these spaces pledge not to use Cemex products in any new construction projects in their communities or to repair

their shops or oﬃces, and they call on their communities’ residents and their organizations’ members to also refrain from
buying Cemex products.

To see a map of all Cemex-Free Spaces in the world and for more information, visit:
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https://bdscolombia.org/cemex/espacios-libres-de-cemex/
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How can we boycott Cemex?

Urge your organizations, institutions, towns, and cities to not
buy Cemex products!

Even if you or your organization do not have a physical space that you
can declare a Cemex-Free Space, you can still contribute to this

campaign. Talk to local businesses in your neighborhood, nearby

community organizations, and your partner organizations about what
Cemex does in Palestine. Then, encourage them to express their

solidarity by declaring themselves a Cemex-Free Space. This action is

relatively easy to carry out, but as the number of Cemex-Free
Spaces grows, Cemex will face increasing pressure to comply with
international law.

You can also organize a local campaign for your city or town to

declare that it will not enter into contracts with companies like
Cemex that proﬁt oﬀ of violations of human rights and international
law.

In launching these campaigns, it is important to build alliances with

social or environmental movements that are ﬁghting Cemex over
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human rights or labor rights violations, which Cemex has committed
in many Latin American countries, for example.
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How Can We Divest from Cemex?
Following a 2012 report to the UN General Assembly
highlighting Cemex’s complicity with Israeli human rights
violations, two Norwegian pension funds excluded Cemex
from their portfolio and two student senates in the United

States passed resolutions calling for divestment from
Cemex. Even these few divestment eﬀorts have made a

diﬀerence: Not long after, Cemex sold its shares in a quarry
in the occupied West Bank, where it had been illegally
mining Palestinian natural resources.

Activists demonstrate in London to protest what they
call "the complicity of HSBC Bank with Israel", UK, April
20, 2018. Photo: Ahmad Al-Bazz
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Divestment campaigns urges banks, local city councils,
churches, pension funds, and universities to withdraw

their investments in Cemex until it puts an ends to its
humans rights violations in Palestine.
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How Can We Divest from Cemex?

Find out if your local city council,

pension fund, or university have
investments in Cemex and organize a

campaign to inform them about Cemex
and pressure them to withdraw their
investments.

Activistas se maniﬁestan en Londres, para protestar
contra lo que llaman "la complicidad del banco HSBC
con Israel", Reino Unido, 20 de abril de 2018.
Foto: Ahmad Al-Bazz

In order to strengthen our campaigns
and respect the principle that all human
rights are equally important, it is
important to build alliances with other

movements that are ﬁghting Cemex, for
example

groups

environmental or labor rights.
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